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Olympe de Gouges 1748-1793
“Man, are you capable of  being just? It is a 
woman who poses the question”
Queen’s speech on 11th May 2021 
• promise to “strengthen 
and renew democracy” 
• Higher education: free 




“creeping culture of censorship” (p. 5)? 
• has produced a “chilling 
effect” on academic 
freedom 
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“there is a growing 
atmosphere on 
campuses that is 
antithetical to 
constructive debate 
where differing opinion 
is respected”.  (pp.18-19)
some caveats (1)
Caveat 1
• Only “a tiny proportion” of 
events have actually been 
cancelled in recent years: 
• a recent briefing paper = 
actual incidents of “no 
platforming” are rare. 
Caveat 2
• attributable to a very 
small minority of 




Caveat 1: negativity 
• shambolic and negat
ive
• handmaiden to 
capitalism ( i.e. a 
measure of (online)  
productivity, not 
behaviour or values.)
• Sad puritanism 
(resentful scolding 
and threats)
Caveat: 2: positivity 
• Fear of CC is itself a moral 
panic (pomo irony? Or “right 
wing myth”
• ritualized mimicry of the 
judicial process
• “Ambition makes rational 
debate impossible, even 




















blic use of r
eason. 
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Although threatening fines for 
'no-platforming' may have the 









viewpoint, and the 
absolute I-know-it-
all 
attitude still hold m
assive 
sway.”
• “Cartesian doubt is a 
systematic process of 
being skeptical about 
the truth of one's 
beliefs”
• "dubito ergo cogito, cogito 
ergo sum"
• (wikipedia)
•  even the cogito is 
undermined by Evil 
Genius Doubt.
5/19/2021 christian.beighton@canterbury.ac.uk 7












• Deus sive natura
 (BdS)
• No man has any
 natural authority o
ver 
his fellow men. (JJ
R)














And of course… 
• “…I have no need to think, if only
 I can pay”  I. Kant.
5/19/2021 christian.beighton@canterbury.ac.uk 9
So enlightenment values = escaping nonage






• "the only limit to the exercise of the 
natural rights of woman is the perpetual 
tyranny that man opposes to it" 
• “All the sacred rights of 
humanity are violated by 
insisting on blind obedience.”
• “I have no desire to see the 







 public use o
f 
reason
Olympe de Gouges 
(1748-1793) 

















"They never forgave her, and 
she paid for her 




“The difference between the European savages and the 
American consists chiefly in the fact that while many 
tribes of the latter are entirely eaten up by their 
enemies, the former know how to make a better use of 
their captives than to roast and eat them. They use 
them to increase the number of their subjects and 
thereby the number of instruments for still more 




“To study and 
not think is a 
waste. 
To think and 
not study is 
dangerous.”
Wollstonecraft – Rousseau – Kant?   
To suppress free speech 
is a double wrong. It 
violates the rights of the 
hearer as well as those 
of the speaker.
Enlightenment is a concept, 
not a time, place or object
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And if you read only one…
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